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EDITORIAL COMMENT. 



WHY GO TO GRAND RAPIDS? 

To the wealth of material in onr 
symposium on (his subject, the editor 
will not attempt to add anything 
new. He wishes merely to draw at- 
tention to one significant fact, name- 
ly, — the writers who in the three vol- 
umes of our Journal have urged at- 
tendance at our annual Conferences 
include the larger number of the 
more important supervisors in this 
country. Scarcely any city with a 
vigorous policy of school music in- 
struction has failed in the past three 
years to send one or more of its sup- 
ervisors to our gatherings. Like at- 
tracts like. Where power and in- 
spiration are to l>e found, thither 
will go those who already have it 
They go to renew and replenish. 

It costs money to go to Grand 
Rapids, but it may cost more to stay 
away. Remember the story of the 
talents — he who hoarded, lost all he 
had saved, he who spent wisely, 
reaped twofold. 



OUR COMMUNITY 

SINGING PAMPHLET 
By the time this issue reaches 
you, our new pamphlet of Fifty-five 
Hongs and Choruses For Community 
Singitifj will be off the press and 
ready for distribution. We shall be- 
come well acquainted with it in 
Grand Rapids because it will sup- 
ply the larger portion of the mater- 
ial we shall sing. If you are not to 
he in Grand Rapids, send 10 cents 
for a copy to the publisher (C. C. 
Birchard & Co., Boston). You will 
And much to interest yon — the songs 
finally chosen, the arrangements of 
them, the historical and interpre- 
tative notes printed for each one, and 
the general suggestions for increas- 
ing singing in America. You will be 



surprised also to learn of the five 
available forms in which the mater- 
ial may be procured —vocal parts 
alone, complete accompaniment, lan- 
tern slides, band and orchestra parts. 



DO IT RIGHT. 

Now that you have made up your 
mind to go to Grand Rapids, plan t<> 
get the full benefit of the Conference. 
Be there early Monday morning and 
stay until the close of the Friday af- 
ternoon meeting. There are no dupli- 
cations of events. Each section of 
the day has its own particular place 
in the general scheme. The fixed 
hours of each session, the long per- 
iods between sessions, and the con- 
venient arrangements for meeting 
places make it possible for anyone 
who will wisely conserve his time 
and strength to take part in the en- 
tire program without undue fatigue. 
The week as now planned is not ji 
period of recreation, and still there 
will be plenty of recreat ion. But our 
chief hope is that it will be a week of 
vigorous, profitable work that will 
prove of greater value to yon than 
any other week of the year. 



CONCERNING HOTELS AT 

GRAND RAPIDS 
Have you made your reservation 
at Grand Rapids? If not, do so now. 
There is a big demand not only from 
the supervisors but also from the 
members of the National Bowlers' 
League which meets in Grand Rapids 
during our period. The official hotel 
is the Pantlind, with rooms from 
$ 1.50 up. The cheaper single rooms 
are all gone but it is possible for 
groups of four to obtain splendid 
accomodations still at $2.00 Then 
there are several other excellent 
hotels within easy reach of the Pant- 
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lind — either on foot or by the car. 
The Morton has rooms from $1.00 up. 
without bath, or from $2.00 up, with 
bath. Two in a room, $3.00 with 
bath. The Rathbone and the Cody 
offer rooms without bath at $1.00 and 
up single, with bath, $1.50 up. Where 
there are two in a room the rates 
are lower. It will of course be more 
convenient to be at the Portland, the 
headquarters, but it is by no means 
necessary. You will miss only a lit- 
tle if you stay at one of the other 
hotels or even at a private home. 
Mr. John W. Beattie, our host, guar- 
antees that there will be ample ac- 
commodations for 1,500 or more of 
us. So come, assured that you will 
have a good place to rest and sleep. 



HELP THE TREASURER 

Whether you are new or old, help 
avoid congestion at Grand Rapids, 
by sending the Treasurer at once 
your application with check. See 
form on page 29. 



THE 1918 MEETING. 

At least two enterprising cities 
have already sent in invitations for 
our 1918 meeting. These, together 
with all others, will be presented at 
our business meetings in Grand Ra- 
pids. Would your town like to be 
our host? If so let us have a formal 
statement. But, remember, no in- 
vitation will even be considered that 
does not have the hearty endorsement 
of the local Supervisor of Music. 



NATIONAL CELEBRATIONS 

Did you have a celebration of the 
National Week of Song during Feb- 
ruary? If not, plan for it next year. 
Are you going to join in a great song 
peace jubilee when the warring na- 
tions lay down their arms, forever, 



Ave all hope? A number of the pub- 
lishers have issued peace songs and 
one society in Chicago, the National 
Choral Peace Jubilee Committee 
(Home Insurance Bldg. ) has a spec- 
ial pamphlet of ten peace songs for 
just this purpose. Realize this great 
civic opportunity. Nothing lends it- 
self to the expression of thankfulness 
for peace so well as song. Nothing 
so unites varying ideas into a sym- 
pathetic understanding brotherhood 
as chorus singing. Come, let us sing 
together ! 



DO YOU WANT THE 
JOURNAL NEXT YEAR? 

Heretofore we have been sending 
the Journal to about six thousand 
people. This issue goes to nine 
thousand names. The additional ex- 
pense is more than our present re- 
sources from advertising will allow. 
What is to be done? We must either 
cut down our circulation to 6000 as 
before or we must show our advertis- 
ers that we have more than 6000 in- 
terested readers. So you must in- 
dicate whether you really want this 
magazine again next year. You may. 
have it free — all four issues, provided 
you request it immediately from the 
editor. Use either the postcard en- 
closed with this issue or any other 
card or a letter. If we do not hear 
from you, we shall decide that if you 
are not sufficiently interested to 
write your name and your claim to 
a place on our list on a card and affix 
to it a stamp, you do not want us to 
go to the trouble and expense of 
sending you the Journal hereafter. 
And do it now ! Our advertising and 
printing contracts are made in the 
spring. Moreover do your part in 
letting our advertisers know that you 
read their announcements. 



